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Price protection method to retail customer using computer system - 
involves comparing transaction price to advertised price for matching 
product to determine if advertised price is less, and if so by how much 
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US 5642279 A 7 

Abstract (Basic) : US 5642279 A 

The method involves storing in the computer system information on 
each retail transaction for the goods including customer information, 
product identification, date and price paid for each product. 
Information on the selected goods advertised for sale by others within 
a selected geographic area are stored in the computer, such information 
includes product identification, advertisement date and advertised 
price. The computer is utilised to determine at selected time 
intervals whether automatic rebates are due to any customer, rebates 
due when the computer determines that a product of the selected goods 
purchased by the customer has been advertised at a lower price by 
another within a selected time period alter the purchase transaction. A 
check is printed to the customer for the difference between the price 
paid by the customer and the lower advertised sale price, which check 
is sent to the customer. The transaction price is compared to the 
advertised price for the matching product to determine if the 
advertised price is less, and if so by how much. 

ADVANTAGE - Does not require substantial time and effort on part of 
customer . 
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PROCESSOR FOR COMMODITY SALES REGISTERING DATA 

PUB. NO. : 08-202955 [JP 8202955 A] 
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APPLICANT(s) : TEC CORP [000356] (A Japanese Company or Corporation), JP 
(Japan) 

APPL. NO. : 07-013098 [JP 9513098] 
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ABSTRACT 

PURPOSE: To provide a commodity sales registering data processor capable of 
applying preferential treatment for discount service to a fixed customer 
frequently visiting a store or the like and allowed to be simply 
handled. 

CONSTITUTION : The processor is provided with a customer -sorted visit 
management data storing means 13A, an interval -sorted discount data 



storing means 13B, visit date reading means (11, 12), visit interval 
calculating means (11/ 12), discount data selecting means (11, 12), and 

a discount processing executing means (11, 12) and constituted so as to 

calculate the visit interval between a current visit date and preceding 
visit date only by inputting a customer number, select discount data 

corresponding to the visit interval and execute discount processing 

using the selected discount data. 
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ABSTRACT 

PURPOSE: To provide a commodity sales registering data processor capable of 
applying preferential treatment for discount service to a fixed customer 
frequently visiting a store or the like and allowed to be simply handled. 

CONSTITUTION: The processor is provided with a customer-sorted visit 
management data storing means 13A, an interval -sorted discount data 

storing means 13B, visit date reading means (11, 12), visit interval 
calculating means (11, 12), discount data selecting means (11, 12), and 

a discount processing executing means (11, 12) and constituted so as to 

calculate the visit interval between a current visit date and preceding 
visit date only by inputting a customer number, select discount data 

corresponding to the visit interval and execute discount processing 

using the selected discount data. 
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...SPECIFICATION components correspond to materials. Equipment operating 
locations are similar to retailers and equipment is like customers . The 
repair shop is analogous to a production facility. As modules are made 
up of repair items, modules ... The resulting impact factors for each of 
the periods belonging to and following after a promotion interval can 
now be used in future forecasting efforts. 



Future Promotion Impact Estimation 



Objective 

To estimate. . . 

...course of the promotion period. The increase in the sales volume is due 
to: 

a. consumers increasing their normal purchase quantities to take 
advantage of the temporary price discounts; 

b. consumers making a purchase during the promotion period who 
otherwise would have waited until a future point in time; 

c. consumers being ■ enticed into a purchase who otherwise would 



have opted for a different brand or who otherwise would not be... 
...decline in sales after the promotion period. 

Figure 31 displays a typical pattern for the percentage increases 

over time, resulting from a price promotion. As mentioned, the 
percentage increase is positive during the promotion period; the 

magnitude of the impact first increases and then... The resulting impact 

factors for each of the periods belonging to and following after a 
promotion interval can now be used in future forecasting efforts, as 

guided by our Forecasting Module. This... 
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Objective 

To estimate. 



.course of the promotion period. The increase in the sales volume is due 
to: 

a. consumers increasing their normal purchase quantities to take 
advantage of the temporary price discounts; 

b. consumers making a purchase during the promotion period who 
otherwise would have waited until a future point in time; 

c. consumers being enticed into a purchase who otherwise would 
have opted for a different brand or who otherwise would not be... The 
resulting impact factors for each of the periods belonging to and 
following after a promotion interval can now be used in future 
forecasting efforts, as guided by our Forecasting Module. This... 
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...SPECIFICATION accounting system discerns which form of monetary value 
has been input by the player and increments the bill count, 

promotional , debit card or coin sale drop meters as appropriate (at 
blocks 208a, 208b, 208c and... at decision block 238. If the machine pays 
out in the form of a printed voucher , the system increments the cash 

voucher meter by the amount collected by the player (i.e., the balance 
in the game... is to be in the form of a printed voucher (decision block 
320b), the system increments the cash voucher meter 73 at block 322b 
as the ticket is printed. Finally, if the payout is... 



.a commercial credit card system, pay a percentage of each credit card 
transaction with its customers . By separating credit purchases and 
payouts in the credit card in 64 and credit card out 70 meters, 
respectively. . . 
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...SPECIFICATION older people. 

The aim of the present invention is to provide an installation with 
which customers of shops and service establishments can be provided, 
by means of information vouchers, with arbitrary information, for... any 
limitation of the inventive concept. 

Figure 1 shows an installation for supplying information to 
customers of, for example, shops or service establishments; 

Figure 2 shows an installation which is similar to that in Figure 



...display for displaying sequence numbers. 

Figure 1 shows an installation 1 for supplying information to 
customers of, for example, shops or service establishments, such as 
post offices and banks. The installation 1 comprises at least... 000 or 
001. This may be a time saving operation, eg. in a situation where 
customers are entering a shop and take a serial number although the 

serial number system is not used by the assistant (s) since only few 
customers are within the shop , a situation which often occurs. In such 
a situation it may happen that the display. . . 

...displays a fixed number while the numbers printed on the vouchers are 



rising. When more customers are entering the shop and an assistant 
wishes to use the system again he normally pushes a push-button... 



...long was the mean waiting time for customers, at what time of the day 
most customers entered the shop , whether the reset button was ever 
used, etc. The management can easily take away the... 

...on a voucher and the number displayed on display 21 {assuming, of 
course, that no customers have left the shop without being served or 
have entered the shop without taking a serial number). When the... that it 
has perforations transverse to the unrolling direction of the paper at 
pre-determined intervals , along which perforations a voucher can be 
torn off without the use of additional tear-off means (Figures 6 and. . . 
sell off all left over products at half price, this information can be 
entered immediately. Customers entering the shop do not have to be 
inconvenienced in order to do this, nor is there any. . . 

...the customer will also be tempted to buy articles not on special offer. 
After the customer has placed all the purchases he/she desires in the 
trolley 69, he/she leaves the supermarket via one of . . . 
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...SPECIFICATION The resulting impact factors for each of the periods 

belonging to and following after a promotion interval can now be used 
in future forecasting efforts. 

Future Promotion Impact Estimation 

Objective 

To estimate. 

. . .decline in sales after the promotion period. 

Figure 31 displays a typical pattern for the percentage increases 
over time, resulting from a price promotion. As mentioned, the 
percentage increase is positive during the promotion period; the 
magnitude of the impact first increases and then. . .The resulting impact 
factors for each of the periods belonging to and following after a 
promotion interval can now be used in future forecasting efforts, as 
guided by our Forecasting Module. This... 
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PROCESSOR FOR COMMODITY SALES REGISTERING DATA 
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ABSTRACT 

PURPOSE: To provide a commodity sales registering data processor capable of 
applying preferential treatment for discount service to a fixed customer 
frequently visiting a store or the like and allowed to be simply 
handled. 

CONSTITUTION: The processor is provided with a customer -sorted visit 
management data storing means 13A, an interval -sorted discount data 
storing means 13B, visit date reading means (11, 12), visit interval 
calculating means (11, 12), discount data selecting means (11, 12), and 
a discount processing executing means (11, 12) and constituted so as to 
calculate the visit interval between a current visit date and preceding 
visit date only by inputting a customer number, select discount data 
corresponding to the visit interval and execute discount processing 
using the selected discount data. 



